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make the best of it and fight! Out with your swords; hold u
the tables to keep off his murderous shots, and advance on hiu
in a body. Who knows but we may oust him from the threshoL
and the door, and sally through the town, where there woulc
quickly be a hue and cry? He'd soon find out that his last bol
was shot!'
As he spoke, he drew his sharp and two-edged sword oj
bronze, and leapt at Odysseus with a terrible shout. But at the
same moment the brave Odysseus let an arrow fly, which struck
him by the nipple on his breast with such force that it pierced his
liver. The sword dropped from his hand. Lurching across the
table, he crumpled up and tumbled with it, hurling the food and
wine-cup to the floor. In agony he dashed his forehead on the
ground; his feet lashed out and overthrew the chair, and the fog
of death descended on his eyes.
Amphinomus was the next to attack the illustrious Odysseus,
making straight at him, sword in hand, to force him somehow
from the door. But before he could close, Telemachus had
smitten him from behind, midway between the shoulders, with
a spear-cast that transfixed his breast. He fell with a crash and
struck the ground full with his forehead. Telemachus leapt aside,
leaving the long spear planted in Amphinomus^ body, for he
was much afraid that one of the enemy might dash in and strike
iim with a sword as he pulled at the long shaft or stooped above
he corpse. So he ran off quickly to rejoin Odysseus and whis-
)ered anxiously in his ear: 'Listen, father, I am going to fetch
^ou a shield now and a couple of spears and a bronze helmet to
it round your temples. I shall equip myself too when I come
•ack, and do the same for the swineherd and the drover. It
/ould improve our chances to have armour on.'
'Run,' said the imperturbable Odysseus, "and bring the arms
diile I have arrows left for my defence, or they may drive me
om the doorway while I stand alone/
Telemachus took his father's advice and hurried off* to the
ore-room where they kept their weapons of war. There he
eked out four shields, eight spears, and four bronze helmets

